
Mono County Fisheries Commission – SPECIAL MEETING
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center
90 Granite Ave, June Lake, CA 93529
MINUTES


Attending: Mueller, Parker, Morton, King, Anthony, Burak

Staff: Simpson

Others: Todd O’Banion, Dr. Tom Jenkins, Jim Erdman, Jessica Strickland, Levi Keszey, Dan Legning

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:05am. 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Commission completed the Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made. 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comment. 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (2-1-17): A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORTON, SECONDED BY PARKER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY MEETING AS WRITTEN. MOTION PASSES 6-0, NO ABSTENTIONS. 
6. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS: Ms. Mueller reported on the Fred Hall Show in Long beach where she volunteered at the Mono County Tourism Booth promoting Mono County and passing out visitor information. Mr. Simpson reported commissioner terms would be expiring for a few commissioners in April and an application period would be opening soon to see if any other parties would be interested in joining the commission. 
7. DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE: Mr. Erdman reported that the 50th annual Blake Jones Trout Derby would be canceled due to extreme water flows.
8. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $7,500 Starting Balance. $4,000 Remaining ($3,500 Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care)
· MCFC regular budget - $25,000 Starting Balance. $16,554.80 Remaining. ($5,000 Spawning Study. $3,000 for Mammoth Creek Study, $445.20 for Business Cards)

9. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Trout Unlimited Report and Monofilament Dispenser Management – Staff: Jessica Strickland from Trout Unlimited reported on the two spawning surveys that were completed in the spring and fall of 2016. Trout Unlimited completed surveys in the June Lake Loop that included Fern, Yost, Reverse, Alger and Rush creeks. Very little spawning success was found for the spring for Rainbow Trout and only one Lahontan Cutthroat Trout was found during the shocking period. A much better spawning success rate was found in the fall with the German Brown Trout along Rush Creek with as much as 75+ fish being found during the shocking period. 

The Commission also discussed Monofilament Dispenser Management including design and finding volunteers to empty the trash. Trout Unlimited is willing to take the lead and management to get new tubes installed across the Eastern Sierra. 


10. DISSCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Proposed Fishing Tackle Ban Update– Staff: Mr. Simpson updated the commission that the proposed fishing tackle ban legislation has been terminated and is no longer an issue. 


11. DISSCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – 2017 Fish Stocking Schedule – Staff: Mr. Simpson reported that a fish stocking schedule would be established over the next month and a draft outline with dates would be brought to the next meeting. Mr. Simpson also discussed some complaints about where fish are currently not being stocked as well as how much money is being used to supplement lesser known and impacted fishing spots. No action was taken and a draft would be brought to the commission at the following meeting. 


12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Eastern Sierra Fishing Map Request for Print Funds – Staff: Mr. Simpson presented the completed Eastern Sierra Fishing Map to the commission. The brochure included a fishing map that showed both Mono and Inyo Counties with descriptions for all the top fishing spots. A sustainable fishing message was also included in the brochure with tips and technics for catch and release fishing and the proper way to release a fish. A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORTON, SECONDED BY PARKER TO FUND THE EASTERN SIERRA FISHING MAP FOR $2,655.68. MOTION PASSES 6-0, NO ABSTENTIONS. 


13. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Kids Fishing Festival Request for Funds – Commissioner Mueller: Commissioner Mueller decided to table this discussion to the next meeting. 

14. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Todd O'Banion and Steve Marti Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Letter of Support – Staff: Mr. O’Banion withdrew his letter of support from the Mono County Fisheries Commission until a better direction and plan could be established. 

15. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission Update – Staff: Mr. Simpson reported the 2nd quarter TOT was up substantially from the previous record breaker 2nd quarter from 2015. 

16. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: None.

17. ADJOURNMENT – Next regular scheduled meeting is April 5, 2017 at 10am in June Lake.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634.


