
Mono County Fisheries Commission
Wednesday, September 2, 2015 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center, June Lake
MINUTES

Attending: Mueller, King, Anthony, Morton, Burak, Parker
Staff: Simpson
Others: Ernst
1. CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:03am
2. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made. 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT: Mr. Ernst commended and thanked the commission on their efforts and work over the past year. Mr. Ernst gave a report on fish stocking at Saddlebag Lake Resort over the summer and commented on the noticeable decrease of stocked fish by the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW).
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: (8-5-15) A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORTON, SECONTED BY KING TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS WRITTEN. MOTION APPROVED 4-0 WITH 2 ABESTENTIONS (ANTHONY, BURAK)
5. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS: Mr. Simpson reported that Desert Springs Trout Farm is willing to produce diploid Brown Trout for stocking next year in the approved Mono County waters and also announce the Mono County budget process was over and the County funded the Commission and fish stocking at the same level as years past. Commissioner Morton brought a copy of the latest Sierra Fisherman that had an article that highlighted the Eastern Sierra. Commissioner Mueller reported on the Mr. Whitney hatchery fundraiser and the need to raise funds for children coloring books. Commissioner Anthony discussed the need for fundraising for fish stocking and possibly driving around the state to difference fishing organizations to ask for donations. 
6. DEPARTMNET OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE: No Report. 
7. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE:
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $16,900 Starting Balance. $13,400 available ($3,500 encumbered for Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care)
· MCFC regular budget - $25,000 Starting Balance. $25,000 available 
8. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mammoth Creek Cleanup Day, $700 Funding Request– Commissioner Burak: The Commission discussed the proposed funding request of $700 to fund staff at the Friends of the Inyo to support the Mammoth Creek Clean Day on October 10th. A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORTION, SECONDED BY BURAK, TO FUND THE MAMMOTH CREEK CLEANUP DAY FOR $700 OUT OF THE FISH AND GAME FINE FUND ACCOUNT. MOTION APPROVED 6-0, NO ABSTENTIONS. 
9. DISCUSSION/POSSILBE ACTION – Letter of Support for SB 345 – Staff: A MOTION WAS MADE BY ANTHONY, SECONDED BY MORTION TO APPROVE THE LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR SB 345 WITH EDITS SUPPORTING THE ORIGINAL DRAFT OF THE BILL. MOTION APPROVED 6-0, NO ABSTENSIONS
10. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Fishing Regulation Changes on Rush Creek and RCCP Form – Commissioner Morton: Commissioner Morton brought a rough draft of a filled out RCCP form and discussed details with the Commission. The Commissioners discussed on the length of time to propose catch and release, if it should be year round or just in the spawning season. The commission decided to wait and get recommendations from DFW before submitting the paperwork. 
11. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Mono County Fish Stamp – Staff; Mr. Simpson looked into the possibility of getting a voluntary fish stamp implemented for all licenses purchased in Mono County to raise money for fish stocking. After much research it was determined the stamp would need to be implemented by legislation and the revues from the stamp would outweigh staff time. The commission decided not to pursue a Mono County Fish Stamp. 
12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – CADFW Meeting with Jim Tatum – Commissioner Burak: Commissioner Burak gave a report on the meeting with CADFW employee Jim Tatum. 
13. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission Update – Staff: Mr. Simpson gave a report on the last Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission meeting that included a TOT revenue increase, USDA grant for Technical Assistance, State of the County, Customer Service Training and the results from the recent Mono County Board of Supervisors budget meeting. 

14. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: Commissioner Mueller: Local Program Funding Application Review, Trout in the Classroom. 

15. ADJOURNMENT – Next regular scheduled meeting is October 7, 2015 at 10am in June Lake. The meeting was adjourned at 11:59. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Liz Grans at 760-924-1738.


