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Mono County Narcotics Task Force 

An Equal Partnership

Mono County Sheriff Mammoth Lakes PoliceMono County DA Mono County Probation

1990-2011



Mono County Narcotics Task Force 

A Partnership

Mono County Sheriff Mammoth Lakes PoliceMono County DA Mono County Probation

End of 2011



Mono County Narcotics Task Force 

A Partnership

Mono County Sheriff Mammoth Lakes PoliceMono County DA Mono County Probation

End of 2013



Mono County Narcotics Task Force 

Not a Partnership

Mono County Sheriff Mammoth Lakes PoliceMono County DA Mono County Probation

Mid 2014
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Simple Possession
60%

Sales and 
Transportation for Sales

40%

Narcotics Cases - 132 cases 2016

Simple Possession Sales and Transportation for Sales

2016

Sales/Transportation for Sales – 53 cases        Simple possession - 79 cases



Just Narcotics
56%

Narcotics with other 
Crimes

44%

Narcotics cases also involving other crimes - 132 cases 2016

Just Narcotics Narcotics with other Crimes

2016

Narcotics with other crimes – 59 cases        Just Narcotics - 73 cases





2016 Drug of Choice

*Methamphetamine
*Opiates/Oxycodone
*Heroin
*Cocaine
*Ketamine
*Ecstasy
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Behavioral Health Concerns
• Increase in narcotics-related deaths and overdoses

• 13 deaths since 2013 in Mono County

• Child/adolescent exposure to narcotic use

• In 2015-16, 19 children had parents who sought treatment at MCBH for methamphetamine 
and heroin

• Child/adolescent neglect and abuse due to narcotic use

• Mono County Child Protective Services (CPS) estimates that it intervenes with 3-6 children 
per month in which the parents have some type of narcotics involvement

• Reduction of narcotics enforcement = reduction in entry points to services

• Existing primary entry points: CPS and Mammoth Hospital



Narcotic Trends in America



An Introduction to Medication-Assisted 
Treatment (MAT)
• MAT is the use of medications with counseling and behavioral therapies to treat substance 

use disorders and prevent overdose

• Medications used in MAT: 

• Methadone: tricks the brain into thinking it’s still getting the abused drug. The person doesn’t get 
high – he/she feels normal so withdrawal doesn’t occur.

• Suboxone: (buprenorphine & naloxone) suppresses/reduces cravings for the abused drug and blocks 
the euphoric effects of the abused drug

• Vivtrol (naltrexone): Blocks the euphoric effects of the abused drug

• MAT has been proven effective, safe, and cost-effective

• When comparing MAT (counseling + medication) with counseling + no medication, studies 
have shown that MAT at least doubles the rates of opioid-abstinence 

• Despite all this evidence, MAT is vastly underutilized

• Lack of trained prescribers, negative attitudes toward MAT, misunderstandings about addiction 
medications, policy/regulatory barriers



Benefits 
of MAT

•Increase in 
treatment 
retention

•Improve 
social 

functioning

•Decrease 
risk of HIV & 
Hepatitis C

Decrease 
in criminal 

activity



Potential Solutions
• Physician training: to prescribe and dispense medications used for MAT, 

physicians must only complete an eight-hour CME training 

• Co-locate or integrate behavioral health services with primary care 
services

• Work to reduce stigma surrounding MAT

• Intensive collaboration with Mono County Public Health





As Elected Officials we have a duty to protect the health and safety of our citizens 

What are we doing?

*Possession , Transportation and Sales of narcotics is still a crime and #1 social issue in Mono      
County.

*Majority of drug crimes are not victimless crimes!!!

*Effects Individuals, families, businesses, communities.

*Youth has unfettered access now.

*Effects will be devastating.
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